Introduction
In this book we have used extensive qualitative material in order to find out what barriers and opportunities young immigrants and descendants in Europe experience in different arenas. The material as a whole presents us with a complex, differentiated and nuanced picture of young immigrants' and descendants' everyday lives. Our ambition has been to highlight complexity, but also to analyse different life stories and narratives in relation to contextual and structural factors.
When looking at the literature on European youth and their living conditions in contemporary Europe, we mainly find empirical studies based on statistical material on young migrants' educational performance, employment rate and their political participation. These and other issues are covered by Eurostat and various research projects (Hammer, 2003 , Müller and Gangl, 2003 , Roberts, 2009 ). In our project we have instead turned to the voices of the young people themselves. We have listened to their stories about success and failures, as well as about hopes, dreams and broken promises. Through a large number of case studies, a series of seminars and discussions of selected cases from different countries and continuous theoretical discussions on how to interpret these stories, we have gained new knowledge of how young migrants and descendants cope in different European countries today.
A central and leading question in this work has been what contributes to the transition from exclusion to inclusion. Young migrants and descendants are confronted by many borders, not only at the edge of the territory, but also in the centre of different nations and other collective structures. There are also different kinds of ethnic hierarchies in our different national contexts. In the thematic chapters of this book we have analysed some typical trends in the stories of inclusion and exclusion in different arenas in the life stories of young migrants and descendants, and how these trends differ between countries and contexts. We will come back to these issues later.
Through our rich and varied case stories from seven countries we have access to voices from the margins of the margins, but also to voices from the centre of Western societies. The category 'immigrant youth' often used in a somewhat loose fashion actually covers a great diversity of individual destinies and social positions. We have affluent and 'integrated' immigrants, but we also have refugees without a secure home, living at the margins of Europe. This study, thus, gives voice to different positions and identities, and it also approaches questions on marginalization. Consequently, we are touching upon issues on liveable lives and how to define the good life for all these young people.
In a previous volume (Fangen et al., 2010) we have presented findings from statistical sources, archives, research and various national documents. Some findings indicate, for example, that legal regimes have a differentiating effect on young immigrants' lives. In Estonia, Italy and Spain it is more difficult to gain citizenship, and a secure legal and social position, than in the Nordic countries, in the UK and in France. Other apparent findings show that the labour market is structured in different ways in our seven countries. In the Nordic countries and in France there are standards for contracts and salaries, whereas these conditions are very different and also more insecure in the other countries. The situation for refugees looks very different in these seven countries, and so on. These are just a few examples of our findings from volume one of the project.
In the present book we have taken our point of departure from these general and statistical patterns, but instead have turned closer to young people's everyday lives and voices. During the work on this book we have found that it is sometimes very difficult to interpret and analyse individual voices and stories in their own right. A common fallacy is to merely show how the individual stories, destinies and dreams automatically reflect and mirror structural conditions, norms and social patterns. We are not saying that this is uninteresting, but we also have to move further and try to extract something more out of the cases/voices. Through careful contextualization and analysis of our cases, we have tried to go deeper into issues on how these young people relate to the contexts where they have settled (or where they have grown up) and different barriers that limit their planned trajectories.
